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Nothing was said to-day about the dispatch to Camp-
bell. It was read yesterday and dropped without remark,
but there were allusions in it to some arrangement, or un-
derstanding, which are novel to me. Some of us said we
recollected no agreement, but Seward insisted it was so,
and, in a way which he often practices, passed to another
subject. It is evident, therefore, that whenever these mat-
ters are brought to light we are to share the odium if there
be any responsibility, but are to have no credit. I perceive
we shall not again be consulted about the Campbell dis-
patch, and it will be claimed that we all assented to and
approved it.

I noticed that Stanbery was quiet to-day, though yes-
terday decided. He often listens to Seward, who courts
him. Stanton was passive also. The President, while he
said but little, felt strongly. He has no apprehension of
difficulty with France. Seward says there certainly will be
none; repeatedly declared that he would guarantee there
would be none. My own impressions are that there will be
no war between the two countries. I know there would not
be if a man of steady purpose, like Mr. Jefferson or Mr.
Madison, were Secretary of State. Seward does not want
or intend war, but desires diplomatic success.

Stanton proposed that the army be promptly recruited
to the maximum point and that six ironclads be immedi-
ately got ready for sea. Stanbery and McCulloch both
objected. Seward and Randall were in favor. Stanbery
wanted the subject delayed to a future meeting. Stanton
said half a dozen ironclads would shut up Vera Cruz and
prevent the French from reinforcing their army. I asked
what was to be done with our commerce and exposed coast.
It did not appear to have occurred to him that there was
to be any right elsewhere than in the Gulf and with French
Mexico if we had war. He had not, in this instance, been
the confidant of Seward, but I am persuaded that both he
and Stanbery have been seen since yesterday by either
Seward or the President.